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On a bright, cold morning in January, 50 
Advanced World History freshmen carrying 
cardboard weapons stormed the trenches behind 
Roosevelt High School.  The simulation required 
students to reinvent themselves as World War I 
participants, including French and German 
generals, soldiers, medics or war correspondents. 

The simulation was the brainchild of history 
teachers Mike Markulis and Ann Puhalla, RTI 
instructor Ashley Shaheen and Jen Flaherty, Library 
Media Specialist, who planned the authentic learning 
project for months.  

Students from Urban Forestry and Landscape 
Management helped dig the trenches and Health 
Careers Technology students assisted the medical team.  
Special Education students packed medical supplies.

Community support included interactions with 
Chuck Yarborough, a Cleveland Plain Dealer reporter 
who spent six weeks covering Task Force Shield in 
Iraq and Ron Rinto, an Army Green Beret veteran.  

In addition, representatives of the U.S. Army and 
Ohio National Guard, as well as Roosevelt parent 
Holly Newlove, who served as a hospital corpsman in 
the Navy, also talked with students about their 
experiences.  Bent Tree Coffee and Hungry Howies 
Pizza donated food.

Medics aid the "wounded" in the field.

Izzy Kunseh and Carter Hockin get tips on 
their speeches for the troops from Sgt. Joel 
Music and Sgt. Derrick Bachtell.

French band members rehearse in the library.

Sixth graders from left, Delaney Sefchick, 
Scottie Spears, Ben Ina, Connor Fricke, 
Isobella Pritchard and Maya Hunter.  

Stanton students qualify 
for regional history bee 

Sixth graders from Stanton Middle 
School recently qualified for the regional 
finals in the National History Bee, 
including Connor Fricke, Maya Hunter, 
Ben Ina, Gavin Phile, Delaney Sefchick 
and Scottie Spears.  Alternates include 
Emma Arthur,  Ryleigh Balan, Arabella 
Fried, Matt McCann, Isabella Pritchard 
and Kayden Stock.

Under the direction of Social Studies 
teacher Todd Hunt, students took an 
online exam based on U.S. and world 
history and answered 50 questions in 
20 minutes.  A grant from Academic 
Competition Enterprises covered 
participation costs.  This is the first year 
that Stanton students participated.  They 
will compete in the Regional Finals in 
Pittsburgh on April 10.
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Walls students take a moment for mindfulness
Each morning following the announcements at 

Walls Elementary, students and teachers take a 
“Moment of Mindfulness.”  Under the direction of 
music teacher Holly Linder, the building falls into a 
quiet hush as everyone hears calming messages and 
listens to Linder’s ukulele music over the PA system.  

According to new research, visualization tech-
niques and breathing exercises help train attention 
and focus thoughts even for the youngest children.    

“It only takes a minute,” explains Principal Heidi 
Singer, “but the research shows that focusing on 
mindfulness can improve students’ attention and 
help them regulate their emotions.  Our teachers can see and hear a difference in how our 
school day unfolds when we start with a moment of mindfulness.”

Purchasing energy from cooperatives saves money
By taking advantage of energy purchasing cooperatives, the Kent City Schools saves 

taxpayers money.  Cooperatives negotiate better pricing for their members by offering vendors 
high-volume sales.  Purchasing through cooperatives also helps districts accurately forecast 
budgets and provides oversight of energy trends.

For example, Kent uses the Power4Schools program, which offers electricity generation 
savings for Ohio school districts in partnership with an energy supplier.  The Power4Schools 
program is a collaboration among the Ohio Schools Council, Ohio Association of School 
Business Officials, Ohio School Boards Association and the Buckeye Association of School 
Administrators.

Since 2001, Power4Schools has collectively saved local school districts more than $52 
million in electricity costs.  Kent Treasurer Debbie Krutz estimates the district will save an 
average of 16 percent on electric bills over the next three years under Power4Schools. 

Kent Schools also benefits from the Ohio Schools Council natural gas program, which 
partners with Constellation New Energy.   Along with nearly 160 other school districts, Kent 
receives an economical price for natural gas and a level billing system for budgeting.  Krutz says 
this program offers significant group buying power in the energy marketplace.

Did you know?  Geothermal saves energy costs at Stanton
Despite its size, Stanton Middle School is the least expensive building in the entire Kent 

district for natural gas costs.  When Stanton was built in 1999, a geothermal energy system was 
installed in the ground under the athletic field, which allows us to heat and cool the 
building using heat pumps, a distribution system and an underground reservoir of piping filled 
with environmentally friendly, glycol-based fluid.   

The underground fluid gets heated to the earth’s temperature and then heat pumps in the 
school’s classrooms and hallways extract that heat and dispense it via air ducts.  The cooled fluid 
is returned to the well system and re-warmed.  

In warmer months, heat pumps reverse the process and pull heat out of the building for 
cooling in the earth.  By using geothermal technology, our students and teachers can be 
comfortable all year long. 

Music teacher Holly Linder leads a group of 
singers in a mindfulness moment. 
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The Kent City Schools Hall of Fame will be held Saturday, April 7.  The 
Hall of Fame recognizes graduates and others who have made exceptional  
achievements in their field or unique contributions to the Kent community.  
Permanent plaques hang in the Roosevelt auditorium atrium.

Putting ideas to work in Holden’s Makerspace Lab 
Thanks to the financial support of the Holden School Association and a 

grant from the Kent City Schools Foundation, three 3D printers are up and 
running in Holden’s new Makerspace Lab.  

Students watch YouTube videos to learn how to design a model using the 
free Tinkercad app and then send their plans online to a machine to “print” a 
three-dimensional object.  During a recent afterschool meeting, members of 
the 3D Printing Club revised—and simplified—their designs online before 
trying the printing process again. 

“It’s awesome,” says Madison Price, “and pretty easy to print, but hard 
to get the right measurements.”  Old fashioned rulers were in evidence as 
students tinkered with their plastic parts that ended up too big or too small.  

According to Holden Principal Todd Poole, it can take from 20-30 
minutes to 4-5 hours to print one design.  Once the program is uploaded, the 
3D printer runs on its own.

Holden fifth graders, 
who are part of the 3D 
Printing Club from left, 
Jess Weitzel, Cassidy 
Singer, Amina Mbaye 
and Madison Price.

Brenna Vodila and Sarraa 
Bazaher use rulers to 
measure their plastic 
creations before revising 
their designs.

A 1977 Roosevelt graduate, James DeLeone was an athletic 
scholarship winner and two-year starter for The Ohio State 
University football team, where he was All-Big 10 player 
Honorable Mention.  Since 1984, he has served as a volunteer 
football coach and mentor at Roosevelt.

Hakim Dermish, a 2000 Roosevelt graduate, has worked as 
a sportscaster in both network and local television.  He is a 
sportscaster on WEWS, Channel 5, where he also hosts Academic 
Challenge.  His broadcasting career includes working for four 
years as an anchor at ESPN. 

Cindy Dilley, a 1977 Roosevelt graduate, was a three-sport 
athlete at Roosevelt and received an athletic scholarship from 
Bowling Green State University, where she lettered in field hockey 
and softball.  An accomplished educator, she coached and taught in 
the Woodridge Local Schools.

Roger Di Paolo, a 1973 Roosevelt graduate, worked as a 
reporter and editor of the Record-Courier for nearly 40 years, 
where he won a number of journalistic awards.  An author and local 
historian, he has written three books about Kent and Ravenna.

Ron Pizzuti, a 1958 Roosevelt graduate, is the founder and 
CEO of The Pizzuti Companies, one of the most respected and 
innovative real estate companies in the United States.  He and his 
wife Ann have collected more than 2,000 works of contemporary art 
and in 2011 established a nonprofit art gallery in Columbus, OH.

Nine new inductees to the Kent City Schools Hall of Fame will be honored at a dinner and ceremony on Saturday, 
April 7, at the Kent State University Hotel and Conference Center.   Dinner tickets are $35 each and available by calling 
Superintendent George Joseph’s office at 330-676-7610.

Hall of Fame Classes of 2017 and 2018 were recently confirmed by the Kent Board of Education after receiving 
recommendations from a committee of community and school representatives.  Inductees include:

A 1985 Roosevelt graduate, John Reith, MD, is a staff 
pathologist with the Cleveland Clinic and an internationally 
known expert in musculoskeletal diseases.  Most recently, he served 
as a Professor of Pathology and Director of Anatomic Pathology at 
the University of Florida College of Medicine.

Robert Wright, a 1970 Roosevelt graduate who died in 2016, 
was a Kent City Schools employee who mentored at-risk youth in 
his community and supported student activities.  A U.S. Marine 
Corps veteran, he was a neighborhood advocate and volunteer.

A 1993 Roosevelt graduate, Danita Brown Young, PhD, 
recently was named Vice Chancellor for Student Affairs at the 
University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign.  Her 20-year career 
in student affairs in higher education includes positions at the 
University of Minnesota and Purdue University.

Michael Zucchero, a 1984 Roosevelt graduate, is a retired U.S. 
Navy Commander, who served in the Civil Engineering Corps 
overseeing extensive facility and real estate projects on Navy bases 
worldwide.  After joining the private sector, he has been an 
executive with global companies providing facilities planning, 
construction management and real estate acquisition.
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Donna Thomas, grandmother of 
Longcoy student Milan Lewis recently 
shared her experiences of marching 
alongside the Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. 
in her hometown of Selma, Alabama.  

As part of a lesson on primary and 
secondary sources for fifth graders, Thomas 
related her personal involvement in the civil 

rights movement and being arrested in 1965 at age 15.  
She stressed how the lessons she learned stuck with her all 

her life.  “I survived.  I’m still here,”  Thomas told the group of 50 
students.  “Sometimes you may not understand or think someone’s 

treating you right, 
but it’s all about love.” 

Intervention 
Specialist Kate Doty 
and fifth grade teacher 
Heather Elliott 
coordinated the 
project with Thomas, 
who retired as a 
teacher in the 
Cleveland schools.

Donna Thomas

Davey second graders get a free book
Kent State University student 

athletes read to second graders at 
Davey Elementary and gave each 
child a copy of The Hog Mollies 
and Huddle’s Healthy Halo.   

Sponsored by the Second and 
Seven Foundation, the event was 
organized by a non-profit group 
started by former Ohio State 

football players Luke Fickell, Ryan Miller and Mike Vrabel 
to promote literacy.  Their mission is to promote reading by 
providing free books and positive role models to kids in need 
while encouraging 
young athletes of 
the community to 
pay it forward.


