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District on solid financial footing
Despite another substantial loss in state funding, future financial projections for the Kent 

City Schools continue to be positive, according to Treasurer Debbie Krutz.  The district is in its 
third full year of collections from the 2013 levy.  

A district-wide commitment to cost-savings and a decrease in health insurance funding 
requirements has positively impacted the district’s finances.  Thanks to a 9 percent decrease 
in health insurance costs for the district in FY2017, teachers and staff are seeing lower health 
premiums this year.

Although salaries and fringe benefits make up the district’s largest expense category, 
personnel costs across the district continue to drop.  In the last six years, personnel costs as a 
percent of general fund expenditures have declined by nearly 10 percent.

Making improvements to facilities, technology
As part of the FY2018 budget, Kent City Schools is committed to making necessary 

building repairs and infrastructure upgrades to safeguard the community’s investment in our 
schools.  Over the summer, repairs were made to the roofs at Roosevelt High School, and 
Stanton Middle School and paving projects were completed.  Plans for improvements to 
athletic fields and Roosevelt tennis courts are under discussion.

Three new buses were added this summer, including one with a wheelchair lift.  Two of the 
oldest buses with high mileage were traded in, and a new van and truck will be purchased this 
fall.  In addition, new bus routing software, which analyzes bus routes and stops to increase 
efficiency and reduce costs, is now up and running.

Safety and security upgrades are under evaluation.  A number of improvements to the 
district’s network infrastructure are also planned.  As part of a districtwide focus on technology, 
Kent Schools is committed to providing 1:1 devices in all K-12 classrooms by 2019.  This fall, 
each building received an additional 50 Chromebooks for student use.

Ferrara Community Service Awards presented to Hockett, Rutzky
Kevin Hockett and Deb Rutzky recently received Emilio Ferrara Community Service 

Awards at the opening convocation for Kent teachers and staff. 
Established in 2005, the award recognizes employees of the Kent City Schools who are 

committed to sharing their time and talents to help others.  It was named in honor of Emilio D. 
Ferrara, D.D.S., who served on the Board of Education for eight consecutive terms. 

Hockett, known as “Hock” by Roosevelt High School students, was recognized for his 25 
years supporting Kent students and student athletes as an assistant coach, class advisor and 
Project Unity advisor.  In his current role as Head 
Strength and Conditioning Coach, Hock spends 
countless hours working with every member of each 
sports team dispensing his unique words of advice and 
encouragement.  

Rutzky, who retired in July, devoted her entire 
35-year career in education to students of the Kent 
City Schools.  As a school counselor at Roosevelt for 
18 years, Rutzky supported and advocated for students.  
Always available 24-7, she would meet with students 
and their families to offer assistance. 

From left, Kent Board of Education 
President Brian Boykin, Deb Rutzky, Kevin 

Hockett and Kent Board of Education 
member Ryan Ferrara.

Kent City Schools continue to 
develop wonderful collaborative 
opportunities with Kent State 
University.   Recently, we received a 
$5,000 College Football Playoff 
Foundation Grant from the Mid-
American Conference.  This grant will 
help offset the cost of a Google 
Expedition Kit classroom set for our 
new VR Mobile Tech Lab.

Our partnership with a team 
from the KSU College of Education 
continues to expand as we meet 
regularly to exchange ideas.  We have 
had some amazing conversations 
with Dr. Alicia Crowe and Dr. 
Jennifer Walton-Fisette about new 
opportunities for the district in addition 
to our longstanding commitment of 
hosting student teachers and providing 
research sites.

In addition to new projects, our 
current collaborations include 
participating in the Saudi Arabia 
cohort teacher exchange called 
“Building Leadership for Change 
Through School Immersion Program.”  
Over the summer, we organized a 
two-week English Learning program 
for school-aged students of the Saudi 
families involved in the teacher 
exchange program at KSU. 

We appreciate all you do to support 
our students and families.  

Sincerely, 

George Joseph
Superintendent of Schools

Please join me for 
Coffee and Conversation on 
Wednesday, November 29, 2017 
Little City Grill, 802 North Mantua • 8:30 to 9:30 a.m.  
It’s a great way to learn about future school 
events, share ideas and ask questions.
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Football players reach out to elementary students
As part of a new outreach program, seniors on the Roosevelt High School football team 

are building connections with elementary students in the Kent Schools.  
Before their late practice on Thursdays, the players travel to one of the elementary 

schools to toss a football, help with classwork or just “hang out” with the younger students.
Player Sam Madden explains, “I remember that Kent State football players came to our 

elementary school and that left a lasting impression on me.  I thought then that if I ever had 
the opportunity to do something like that, I would go for it.” 

Assistant Football Coach and Roosevelt Social Studies teacher Seth Childers helped 
organize the initiative with the support of Tim King, Head Football Coach.  “Our seniors 
are a great group, and they want to make connections with all kids in our community,” 
Childers says.

New BRIDGES in Mathematics curriculum helps 
students develop math confidence and ability

Adopted by the Kent Schools last spring, the new BRIDGES in Mathematics 
curriculum helps “build mathematical thinkers.”

“I love it.  It’s amazing,” says Cristin Brogan-Wilbur third grade teacher at Walls 
Elementary.  “BRIDGES shows the students different ways to think about a math problem 
and different strategies to solve it.  It is a different way of thinking.”

The curriculum includes hands-on manipulatives, such as pattern blocks, interlocking 
cubes and geoboards, as well as pictures, games and even a classroom abacus.  Students show 
their work by solving problems on white boards and then share results. 

Over the past two years, a number of Kent teachers were involved in a pilot program 
and recommended the curriculum highly.  The Math Learning Center, which produces the 
products, is a nonprofit organization first funded by the National Science Foundation. 

Congratulations to Roosevelt’s National Merit Semifinalist, Commended students
Congratulations to Roosevelt senior and National Merit Semifinalist Mason Lorch.  His parents 

are Andrea Case and Patrick Lorch.  
National Merit Commended students include Kristen Schuch, daughter of Laura Schuch and 

Joe Schuch and Isaac Stokes, son of Lee Mei and Brent Stokes. 
The National Merit program, now in its 63rd year, recognizes nearly 16,000 students nationwide.  

It is an annual academic competition for recognition and potential college undergraduate scholarships.

From left, Holden students Gavin Peeps 
and Tinevimbo "T" Chiyaka get some tips 

from Roosevelt’s Colton Moore.

 Jaelon Smith and Alea Newton 
collaborate on a math problem.  

Gabe Marshall and Max Froman use 
dice to play a math game.
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Stanton eighth graders learned about today’s 
world of high tech research and manufacturing at 
three companies located right in their home town.

As part of national Manufacturing Day, about 
225 Stanton Middle School students toured Alpha-
Micron, Kent Displays and Kapco (Kent Adhesive 
Products), where they interacted with scientists 
and engineers and heard about future careers.

  AlphaMicron CEO Bahman Taheri explains, 
“Young people can see what science is all about and 
how we take concepts and turn them into products.”  
He demonstrated color-changing glass, which is just 
one of the company’s liquid crystal applications.

Dr. Al Green, President and CEO of Kent 
Displays organized the worksite visits with Stanton 
Principal Anthony Horton.  Students touring Kent 
Displays saw how the company’s Boogie Board 
eWriters use liquid crystal technology and even tried 
designing a device themselves.

At Kapco, students toured the manufacturing 
floor and saw how pressure-sensitive materials are 
made.  Each student used Kapco’s self-adhesive book 
cover to actually cover a paperback with the help of 
CEO Elie Merheb.

AlphaMicron CEO Bahman 
Taheri demonstrates light 

changing technology.  

Kapco CEO Elie Merheb gets 
hands on with Stanton students.

At AlphaMicron, students tried 
goggles, sunglasses and other 
electronically controllable eyewear 
developed by company researchers.

Kent Displays 
CEO Dr. Al 

Green and 
Stanton Principal 
Anthony Horton

Kapco’s 
Dave Seline 
shows how 
coating and 
adhesives 
work.
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In order to give teachers focused meeting time during the school week to 
work  together to improve student achievement, Roosevelt High School is 
piloting a new Professional Development program beginning second semester. 

On Wednesdays, beginning January 10, high school students will follow a 
shortened schedule and classes will end at 1:44 p.m. instead of the usual 2:29 p.m.   

On “Early Release Wednesdays,” each class period will be shortened by six 
minutes, although the usual 30-minute lunch period will remain the same.  At 
1:44 p.m., those students who walk or drive to school will be allowed to leave the 
building, while students who take the bus can choose from a study hall or use the 
library.  Individual tutoring sessions will be offered by members of the National 
Honor Society.  The bus schedule will not change.   

According to Roosevelt Principal Dennis Love, “We anticipate that many of 
our students will use this extra 44 minutes to get a head start on their homework 
or to meet with fellow students about class projects or club activities.”  

On Wednesdays, the approximately 110 Roosevelt teachers will meet from 
1:45 to 3 p.m.  “Research shows that teachers—and, of course, their students—
benefit from regular meeting times during the school day to connect and learn 
from one another,” explains Love.  “Our Roosevelt School Building Improvement 
Team is excited about establishing this imbedded PD time.”  

Upcoming topics include discussion of the district’s 1:1 technology plan and 
how to incorporate the use of Chromebooks in every classroom, as well as 
aligning curriculum to the state standards and focusing on helping students 
become better readers and writers.  

Roosevelt science teacher Dr. Mitch Lambert says, “We must support our 
teachers as learners and help them put their good ideas into practice.”

Kent Schools get $5,000 
for Virtual Reality technology

Kent City Schools recently received a $5,000 check from 
the Mid-American Conference through College Football 
Playoff Foundation, which supports  education by inspiring 
and empowering teachers.

With the support of Kent State University’s Athletic 
Department, Kent Schools Superintendent George Joseph 
requested a $5,000 grant to help purchase virtual reality 
technology to be used in a mobile classroom.  Still in the 
planning stages, the district is customizing a refurbished 
school bus, which will be available for all Kent students and 
teachers to use various virtual reality, interactive learning tools.

Specifically, the $5,000 will help defray the cost of the 
purchase of a Google Expedition Kit for 30 students.  Using 
special Google devices and viewers, students can take more 
than 500 virtual reality field trips without leaving the VR 
Mobile Tech Lab.  Other virtual reality equipment and 
resources will also be available.


