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A new Mobile Learning Lab brings the latest in virtual reality technology right to the 
schoolhouse door giving Kent students access to sites around the world and even places like 
the International Space Station.

Using special Google devices and viewers in the Google Expedition Kit, students can 
take more than 500 virtual reality field trips without leaving the Mobile Learning Lab.   

Kent Schools purchased the low-mileage bus for a modest price from a northwest 
Ohio school, which had customized it for use as a mobile classroom.  It has Wi-Fi, heat and 
air conditioning powered by its own generator, as well as bench seating and storage.  The 
transformation was funded by a $5,000 grant from the Mid-American Conference and 
program extension dollars.



How property value increases affect school voted levies
Kent residents recently received notification of reappraisals of their real estate 

property, and many homeowners saw an increase in property value.  More than 
75,000 parcels in Portage County were assessed as part of the state-required, six-year 
reappraisal. 

According to Treasurer Debbie Krutz, a state law, House Bill 920, protects 
taxpayers from large inflationary tax increases after reappraisal.  The law works by 
reducing voted millage to a lower, effective millage rate.  That new tax rate will be 
determined later this fall.  

While the district’s total of voted tax dollars stays the same after reappraisal, how 
much an individual taxpayer pays will be based on the relationship of his or her new 
assessed value to the overall district valuation increase set by the county.  

Here are three scenarios showing how House Bill 920 can affect individual 
property owners.
	 •	 If a property’s value increased by exactly the same percentage as the school district  
  as a whole, taxes for that property will stay the same on voted levies.
	 •	 If a property increased by less than the average, taxes will decrease on voted levies.
	 •	 If a property increased by more than the average, taxes will increase on voted levies.

District maintains Moody’s rating
Kent City Schools maintains its good credit position in the latest issue of Moody’s 

Investors Service report.  The district has an Aa2 rating, which is slightly higher than 
the median rating for a U.S. school district.  The report points to Kent City School 
District’s positive financial position, solid tax base and manageable debt burden.

Bond issues maturing
Kent City School District’s 1997 and 1998 bond issues reach their final maturity 

in 2021.  These issues financed the construction of Stanton Middle School, as well 
as renovations at Roosevelt High School and Davey Elementary.  The district is 
beginning to explore ways to repurpose the bond issue tax revenue after maturity for 
other much-needed facility improvements.



Rough Riders win Big R trophy after win over Ravenna
In September, Roosevelt’s Rough Rider football team took home the Big R Trophy 

after beating rival Ravenna 23-20 under the direction of coach Mark Geis.  It was the 
first time Kent won the trophy since Brimfield Insurance Group and owner Chas 
Madonio started the tradition in 2013.  In addition, it was Roosevelt’s 500th football 
victory and the 104th renewal of the neighborhood rivalry with Ravenna.  

Jack Fisher wins Ferrara Award
Jack Fisher, who taught social studies at Roosevelt High 

School for 32 years of his 39-year teaching career, received the 
annual Emilio Ferrara Community Service Award.  Each year an 
employee of the Kent City Schools is recognized for his or her 
commitment to sharing their time and talents to help others.  

Fisher was well known for supporting his students by 
attending their games and meets, plays and musical 
performances and chaperoning school events.  In addition, he 
is involved with his church and other community initiatives.

Thanks to Kent Rotary for funding mental health training
At their annual auction last spring, members of the Rotary Club of Kent donated 

$9,000 to fund a special project for the Kent City Schools.  This generous donation 
supports the cost of a national program called Youth Mental Health First Aid (YMHFA) 
and includes engaging a training presenter, as well as supplying materials.  

This training is designed to teach parents, family members, caregivers, teachers, 
school staff and peers how to help adolescents from age 12 to 18, who may be 
experiencing a mental health or addictions challenge. 

Roosevelt students 
mentoring at Stanton

Sixth graders on Stanton’s 
Legacy Team have joined 
forces with Roosevelt students 
to improve their study skills 
and build relationships.  Once 
a week, high school students, 
who are a part of Riders Taking 
Action taught by Chris Hibbs, 
are paired with a sixth grader 
from the Legacy Team.

“It is so wonderful to have the Roosevelt students helping our sixth graders with
Academics and also building a positive relationship with older kids, who set the example 
for what it means to be a Rider leader,” teacher Marge Mackanos explains.
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A continued partnership called Team Kent links the Kent 
City Schools with Kent State University’s College of Education, 
Health and Human Services.  

After establishing a framework that aligns with strategic 
goals of both groups, seven teams are collaborating together and 
meeting periodically to share ideas and resources.  Teams are 
made up of Kent administrators and teachers, as well as 
University professors.  They include:
•	 Data Analysis
•	 Wellbeing and Counseling
•	 STEM and Inquiry
•	 Mentorships, Visitations and Post-Secondary Opportunities

Team Kent: Innovative partnership with KSU and Kent Schools
•	 Technology Literacy and Integration
•	 Special Education
•	 Diversity and Connections

For example, Kent’s Director of Data Analysis Linda Paulus 
worked with KSU’s Pamela Ferguson and Dr. Steve Mitchell to 
develop a research project.  Five graduate students are inputting 
and analyzing large sets of data on current eighth graders.  “We 
can use that data to pinpoint what curriculum and programs are 
working to help all our students make progress,” explains Paulus. 

Partnership facilitators include Kent’s Director of Instruction 
Karen Rumley and KSU professors Dr. Alicia Crowe and Dr. 
Jennifer Walton-Fisette.  


