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‘When is the bus coming?’  
Real-time app lets parents know

More than 500 Kent families are using a new computer app 
called “Here Comes the Bus,” allowing them to view the real-time 
location of their child’s school bus on a smartphone, tablet or 
computer.  The free service provided by the Kent Schools offers 
an easy-to-follow program and customizable map and is also 
available to students.

GPS units installed on all Kent Schools buses provide the 
information needed to send a student to the bus stop at just the 
right time, which helps protect them from inclement weather.  

According to Director of Business Services Jim Soyars, 
“We’ve received many positive comments, and I expect even more parents will take advantage of it during 
the dark winter months.  As a parent of children who ride the bus, I’ve found it very helpful.”

Use the app to:
	 See the location of a child’s bus both before and after school

	 Confirm that a bus has arrived at the bus stop, at school or both

	 Receive a push notification or e-mail message when the bus is  
 near a stop or get information about delays 

“Here Comes the Bus” is powered by Synovia Solutions™, makers 
of GPS-tracking technology.  Download the app from the Apple App 
Store or Google Play.  Parents need their student’s ID number and 
Kent’s “Here Comes the Bus” code, which is 87209.  For assistance, 
call the Transportation Office at 330-676-7690.



K E N T  C I T Y  S C H O O L S

‘No New Tax’ Bond Issue will allow 
needed improvements, safety upgrades 

 In order to keep our students safe and make needed improvements to all schools, the 
Kent Board of Education is putting a “No New Tax” Bond Issue on the March 17, 2020 ballot.  
The bond issue would NOT raise taxes.

Because bonds issued over 20 years ago to construct Stanton Middle School and 
make renovations to Roosevelt High School and Davey Elementary are maturing, Kent 
Schools is taking advantage of this timing.  New bonds, which would NOT raise taxes, 
will finance the cost of renovations to maintain the community’s investment in the Kent 
schools.  Improvements and upgrades will 
be made at all six Kent school buildings.



Student Wellness & Success funding benefits district
Recently passed House Bill 166 includes state Student Wellness & Success Funds to help 

districts and schools support their students’ academic achievement through mental health counsel-
ing, wraparound services, mentoring and after-school programs.  Kent City Schools expects to receive 
about $668,000 from the new fund this year, which will help offset the cost of these student services.

Summer projects completed 
Over the summer, a number of Permanent Improvement projects were completed, including 

technology upgrades.  Thanks to a 60 percent discount from the federal E-rate program, Spectrum 
fiber connections were installed at all buildings.  A new Voice over Internet Protocol (VoiP) phone 
system will improve communications across the district.

The HVAC automation panel and fire notification panels were replaced at Stanton Middle 
School.  Roofing projects at Davey and Walls were completed, as well as paving at Roosevelt, 
Stanton and Holden.

District maintains Moody’s rating
Kent City Schools maintains its high-quality credit position in the latest issue of Moody’s 

Investors Service report while improving metrics in the Key Indicators table.  The district has an Aa2 
bond rating, which is higher than the median rating for a U.S. school district.  The report points to 
Kent City School District’s positive financial position, solid tax base and manageable debt burden.

‘Start with Hello’ 
Week empowers 
Stanton students 

In partnership with Sandy Hook 
Promise, Stanton Middle School recently 
participated in “Start with Hello” Week, 
which teaches students how to reach out 
to those students who may be socially 
isolated and help foster community.

Stanton school counselors, Jason 
Goshe, Carly Frey and Kandice Lorduy, 
met with student leaders to organize 
activities week, including “Start with Hello 
Day,” where all students received 
stickers.  A “Chalk It Up” Tuesday 
encouraged students to mingle during 

lunch on the blacktop.  On Wednesday, students put their names on 
paper chains and made a promise to connect.  Thursday was called 
“No One Eats Alone Day” and on Friday, students were encouraged 
to wear Kent spirit wear.

Counselor Kandice Lorduy 
and Chidubem Idowu show 
off their stickers.

Stanton sixth graders from left, Nicari Harris, Jorden 
Buterbaugh, Mick Oldham, Ali White and Sam Luthman



An update from Board President 
Rebekah Wright Kulis 

Points of pride and progress 
in the Kent City Schools

During the monthly meetings of the Kent Board of  Education at 
our neighborhood schools, we learn more about the families, culture 
and learning opportunities at each building.  It is gratifying to note 
the exciting activities and highlights from the curriculum, including:

 • As our global awareness expands, the Multi-Cultural Café welcomes and celebrates 
what our diverse students bring to the vibrant life at RHS.  Not only does this effort help 
acclimate students to our high school, it helps educate and inform the community about 
customs, foods and culture.  Last year, every third grader in Kent attended an open house 
at RHS devoted to exploring different cultures.  Our teachers do a phenomenal job helping 
students adapt to a new language.

 • Speaking of languages, Kent City Schools is offering a Certificate of Biliteracy, which 
endorses students who meet a very high level of competency in a foreign language at RHS.  

 • Stop by and check out the Maker Space at Holden Elementary.  3D printers, a 
green screen and many other “tech” workspaces bring out creativity and advanced thought 
processing in young minds.  Across the district, with the help of parent organizations and 
other funding, we are very close to our goal of 1:1 Chromebooks for students.

 • Summer 2019 brought an opportunity to renovate the RHS library courtyard with 
funds from a Portage County Soil and Water Conservation District grant.  Opportunities for 
hands-on learning in the field provide vital research for the county.

 • Career-Technical Education is flourishing!  In 2019, 408 students were involved in 11 
programs at RHS, bringing 224 students from across the Six District Educational Compact, 
along with $1.2 million in funding for Kent City Schools.  Combined with our AP and College 
Credit Plus programs established at Kent State University, The University of Akron, Miami 
University and Stark State University, there are abundant opportunities for every interest and 
type of learner.    

As a parent, I’ve been blessed to be part of many athletic, music, prom and other 
activities through the years.  As a volunteer, I’ve been able to lend a hand to programs, most 
recently as an advisor to the Interact Club, an outreach of the Rotary Club of Kent.  As an 
alumna of Kent Schools, I’m so heartened to see our students succeeding and watching them 
grow from tentative kindergartners to confident and capable young adults.   Many exciting 
things are ahead.  Get involved and stay updated!  Join us at a Board meeting or Coffee Talk!   
Attend a concert or play! 

Kent Schools receives ‘A’ letter 
grades on Ohio Report Card

Kent City Schools received letter grades of ‘A’ on both 
Value-Added Progress and District Gap Closing on the Ohio 
Report Card.  The district's overall grade was a ‘B.’

In the Value-Added Progress category, Kent Schools received 
an ‘A’ in every subgroup, including All Students, Gifted, Lowest  
20 Percent and Students with Disabilities.

In the District Gap Closing category, Kent Schools scored 2,300 points out of a possible 
2,300 points for English/Language Arts, Math and Graduation Rate.  In addition, Kent received 
100 percent in every subgroup, including All Students, Black, Multiracial, White, Economically 
Disadvantaged, Students with Disabilities and English Learners.

According to Superintendent George Joseph, “As a district, we focus on the Value-
Added and Gap Closing, which are the two most important categories.  We compare them 
from year to year, so achieving ‘A’ letter grades on both is very significant and well 
deserved by our teachers and students.”

From left, Grant Jones, Yu-Ning Shiu 
and Rhiannon Bryk


