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Preparing Your Child for Testing 
     

How to help 
     Take a deep breath. Step away from the 
flashcards. As a parent; the most important way 
you can help your child do well on tests is to read 
with your child regularly, talk with her about her 
experiences, and provide a quiet workspace at 
home. 
     When well-meaning parents focus too much 
on test results, they put undue pressure on 
young children. For kids who struggle with 
attention or memorization tasks, testing can be 
extremely stressful because it requires students 
to draw entirely on these skills. 

 
To help prepare for routine classroom 
assessments: 
 Provide a variety of books, children's 

magazines, and enriching experiences to 
spark your child's curiosity and build 
vocabulary 

 Make sure your child gets time and space for 
homework 

 Make sure your child gets enough rest and a 
well-balanced diet 

 Consult with your child's teacher to find out if 
there are specific skills you can practice at 
home 

 
To help prepare for standardized tests: 
 Ask the teacher for the testing schedule and 

a practice test so that you can familiarize 
your child with the format ahead of time so 
he knows what to expect 

 Respond to any concerns your child has with 
encouragement and support. Emphasize that 
there are lots of ways to express what you 
know, and that these tests are just one 
measure 

 

  Resource: By: Reading Rockets 

 

 If it’s Spring, it’s usually time for standardized tests.  To 

help your youngster be prepared, share these tips about 

the types of questions that often appear. 
  

Multiple-Choice Strategies 

 Reread the question. ... 

 Come up with an answer to the question 
                before looking at the list of choices. 

 Read ALL of the answers and cross out the choices that don't 
make sense. 

 Underline the section in the text or question that supports 
your reasoning. 

 Look carefully at similar-sounding answers. 
 

True/False: Look for words such as never, always, all and 

none.  They are usually in false answers.  Words like may or 
often are generally found in true answers. 
  
Essay:  Read essay questions at least twice.  Make a list of 

important thoughts, or key points, about each question before 
writing your essay.  Read your finished essay to be sure you’ve 
included all the key points.  Check spelling, capitalization and 
punctuation.  
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It’s March—Happy New Year, 

Ancient Romans!  
 

   Welcome to the third month of the Year—or, if you 

were born before 150 B.C., the first! According to the 

oldest Roman calendars, one year was ten months long, 

beginning in March and ending in December. It may 

sound crazy, but you can still see traces of this old 

system in our modern calendar: because December was 

the tenth month, it was named for the number ten in 

Latin (decem), just like September was named for 

seven (septem). So, what about January and February? 

They were just two nameless months called “winter,” 

proving that winter is literally, so awful it doesn’t even 

deserve a spot on the calendar .  So bring on Spring 

weather!  Hopefully, it will start in March for us.  
 

   Did You Know ? 

 

 

http://www.readingrockets.org/articles/by-author/89241


 

Reinforcing Math through Games 
Here is a simple activity/game that parents and 

students can do together at home to reinforce 

students' math skills. Use dice that you can 

purchase from any drug store.  
 

The game of 101 and Out 
PLAYERS 

 2 groups of 1 or more players 
 

EQUIPMENT 

 2 dice (one for each group) 

 Paper and pencil  
 

GETTING STARTED 

As the name implies, the goal is to score as close 

to 101 points as possible without going over. You 

need to two groups of 1 or more, giving each 

group a die along with paper and a pencil. Groups 

take turns rolling the die, strategizing to count 

the number at face value or multiply it by 10. For 

example, students who roll a six can keep that 

number or turn it into 60. This game quickly 

grows competitive, boosting the excitement level.  

Who will be the first to get 101 and out! 
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Literacy Coach; Mrs. Rachel Yohn: 
Davey School (330-676-7400) 
Longcoy School (330-676-8350)  
 

Literacy Coach, Mrs. Kristin Garner: 
Holden School (330-676-8400) 
Walls School (330-676-8300) 
 

Math Coach, Ms. Erika Poston Serving the 
District: (330-676-7400) 
 

Family Engagement Coordinator,  

Ms. Pam Bose: All Schools (330-676-7425) 
 

Federal Grants Coordinator, Mrs. Karen 
Rumley, Director of Instructional Program: 
All Schools (330-676-7600)  
 

Principal; Mr Todd Poole (330-676-8400)  

 

      Happy Spring ! 
 

 
First day of Spring (Spring Equinox) 

March 20th, 2020 

Parents 

plus 

Schools 

equals 

Success 

 

  Holden Family Mathematics Night Held 
 

  On Wednesday, February 19, Holden held a “Night of 

Inspirational Math” family event.  Parents and students were 

invited to join the Holden Staff for an evening of learning and 

inquiry based inspirational math activities to help families 

become more comfortable and positive about their student’s 

math education. 
   

    Doors opened to families being greeted by Principal, Todd 

Poole and school secretary, Patti Wilson; serving hotdogs, 

snacks and beverages while families waited for the evening to 

begin. 
  

    In the foyer, Estimation Jars were displayed encouraging 

students to use math skills to guess the number of sweet 

treats filled inside.  Four lucky student winners took home 

those prizes. 
  
    Students then met with grade level  

teachers to work on inquiry based  

math activities.  Parents joined in the  

learning and came away with some 

strategies to use at home.  
 

    Parents also had the opportunity  

To hear a presentation on “What’s  

With this New Math?” from Kent 

City Schools Math Specialist, Erika Poston.  
 
 

   
 

 
      

 

 

    We hope those who attended 

enjoyed our Math event.  The 

staff enjoyed meeting with 

students and their families and 

sharing strategies along the way.  
   
    We know how hard it is to 

take time out of your busy 

schedules to spend an evening 

with us and we appreciate it and 

THANK you for your attendance.     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Here are the 2019-2020 Title I Contacts for 
our All School Title Program at your school: 

 

Kids’ Corner – Family Activity 

Site Review 
Resources available for Parents and Families: 
 

Educational games are a great tool for building foundation math and 

language skills that today’s elementary school curriculum requires.  
 

Check out:  Learning Games for Kids 
The name of the site says it all. Learning Games for Kids is all 

about games that teach kids almost every subject you can think of. 

Word, spelling, social studies, brain, science, art, vocabulary, 

literature and keyboarding games will get your kids started on a 

learning adventure.  

Website: https://www.learninggamesforkids.com 

 

 

Second Grader Declan 
Patterson, Mom & sister 
working with Mrs. Bee.  

 
  
  

 

Parents, Mr. Alghanmi and Mrs. Kara 
Lowe; listen to Math Specialist, Erika 
Poston during the parent 
presentation.  

First grader, Bryce Epps works 
with his dad on “Which One 
Doesn’t Belong?” 

https://prodprodigy.wpengine.com/implement-new-edtech-in-the-classroom/
https://www.learninggamesforkids.com/

