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    Most school and afterschool programs closed in response to 

the COVID-19 crisis — and programs may remain closed through 
the summer – so you may be looking for engaging ways to keep 

kids reading, writing, exploring, and learning at home so not to 

raise that summer slide. Here, you will find many ideas to 
immerse kids in language and stories, build background 

knowledge, and inspire creative play. 
 

Have Remote Playdates Keeping Kids Social During 

the COVID-19 Outbreak 

These apps, websites, games, and activities help maintain 

friendships from a safe distance.  Social distancing has made it 
difficult for kids trying to stay connected. As parents, it is more 

important than ever to make sure our kids have access to their 

friends so they don't become isolated. Since parents are advised 
against in-person playdates and taking their kids to playgrounds, 

kids are spending most of their time physically apart from each 
other. Nevertheless, that doesn’t mean we can’t get creative and 

find ways for kids to remain close. 
 

 Set up a virtual playdate  

Apps, websites, and services like Zoom, FaceTime, WhatsApp, 
Caribu and Marco Polo make it possible for kids to have some 

digital time with friends. Whether your child wants to virtually 

meet up with a group of school friends or simply chat one-on-

one with a buddy for a few minutes, continuing to interact 

socially is vital to their well-being. These apps also help kids 

stay connected as they would in a school setting, making it 

possible for them to read to each other, work on a project 

together, attempt a simple game, or simply sit together while 

continuing summer learning.  
 

 Gather friends for a game night.  

Even before the COVID-19 outbreak, games have long had a 

social component for players who weren't in the same room 

together. Apps like online game site Pogo allow your kids to 

play some of their favorite board games, like Monopoly and 

Yahtzee, with friends without sitting around the same table. 

It's also possible to game with friends using Xbox Live and 

Nintendo Online — For something lower-tech, Let’s Play Uno 

allows kids to play this timeless card game with friends for 

free. In addition, Pokémon Go lets kids interact with friends 

and even track their activity in the game. Since the COVID-19 

outbreak, the game’s manufacturers have adjusted the game 

that bring the Pokémon closer to home. 

 

 

(Continued from previous column) 
 

 Host a movie night and all watch together.  

Netflix Party lets kids watch movies together. Anyone 
with a monthly Netflix subscription can add a free 
Google Chrome extension. You can synchronize video 

playback with your child’s friends and add group chat 
so kids can "talk" during the movie. Anyone in the 

group can pause, play, fast forward and rewind the 
movie so everyone is in the same spot. Only those 

with an invite can get into the party, so parents don’t 

need to worry about strangers getting into the chat 
room. Grab your kid some snacks, set up a comfy spot 

on the couch, pop some popcorn, and let them have a 
long-distance movie night with a friend or two. 

 

 Look for (or create!) neighborhood scavenger 
hunts. 

Many communities have come together to find ways 
for kids to leave little messages for each other, even 

when they couldn't meet face-to-face. A group of 

neighbors in Brooklyn, for example, put rainbows in 
their windows. When kids and their parents went out 

for walks, they made a game of finding the windows 
with rainbows and waved to neighbors and friends 

who passed from a safe distance. Described as a 
neighborhood game of "I Spy,"  

 

 Go retro and mail letters.  
Helping kids learn to mail letters to friends is another 

way to keep them connected. Sure, it’s a little retro, 

but it also teaches them the mechanics of writing a 
letter and addressing an envelope, which in this age of 

texting may not be a skill they’ve practiced and 
developed. Kids can also send drawings or stickers.  It 

may even start a pen-pal chain. 
 

With all of these at their disposal, kids will find that the 
need to continue to distance themselves physically;  

doesn’t mean they have to cut off the social ties they 

have to friends. 
 
 
 
 
 

Resource: Reading Rockets 

WHAT PARENTS CAN DO - Helping Your Child Succeed in School 
 

 
  When School is Closed: Resources to Keep Kids Learning and Engaged at Home 
 

 

https://www.goodhousekeeping.com/health/wellness/a31500257/what-is-social-distancing/
https://zoom.us/ent?zcid=2582
https://support.apple.com/en-us/HT204380
https://www.whatsapp.com/
https://caribu.com/
https://www.marcopolo.me/
https://pogo.com/iphone/landing.do
https://go.redirectingat.com/?id=74968X1525078&xs=1&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.xbox.com%2Fen-US%2Flive&sref=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.goodhousekeeping.com%2Flife%2Fparenting%2Fa31910863%2Fcoronavirus-help-kids-connect-to-friends%2F%3Fpre%3Dlife%252Fparenting%252F%26prefix%3Da%26id%3D31910863%26del%3D%26variantId%3D%26post%3D%252Fcoronavirus-help-kids-connect-to-friends
https://www.nintendo.com/switch/online-service/?cid=A1005-01:ch=pdpd
https://www.letsplayuno.com/
https://pokemongolive.com/en/
https://www.goodhousekeeping.com/life/entertainment/a31788747/how-to-do-netflix-watch-party/
https://www.netflix.com/
https://www.netflixparty.com/
https://www.netflixparty.com/
https://www.goodhousekeeping.com/life/parenting/a28750074/internet-safety-facts/


 

   It’s summertime and while we all love 

getting fresh air and sunshine, sometimes you 

are stuck inside. Whether it’s due to bad 

weather, or the COVID-19, once you’re indoors, 

you can get cabin fever quickly…as we learned, 

if you’re not prepared. That is why it's always 

good to have a stash of indoor activities  at 

the ready.  Here is one to try: 

Bring the Outdoors In  
Whether it's forts made of 

blankets and pillows or pop-up 

tents, you can create the 

camping experience without 

having to deal with mosquitoes or mud.  On the 

other hand, make a cardboard fort…putting all 

those Amazon boxes to use.  Don't forget to 

make s'mores (or at least pretend to make 

s'mores with graham cracker cereal, mini 

marshmallows, and chocolate chips trail mix 

recipe-search the internet for recipe). 
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Literacy Coach; Mrs. Rachel Yohn: 

RYohn@kentschools.net 
Davey School (330-676-7400) 
Longcoy School (330-676-8350)  
 

Literacy Coach, Mrs. Kristin Garner: 
KGarner@kentschools.net 
Holden School (330-676-8400) 
Walls School (330-676-8300) 
 

Math Coach, Ms. Erika Poston Serving the 
District: (330-676-7400) 
EPoston@kentschools.net 
 

Family Engagement Coordinator,  
Ms. Pam Bose: All Schools (330-676-7425) 
pbose@kentschools.net 
 

Federal Grants Coordinator, Mrs. Karen 
Rumley, Director of Instructional Program: 
All Schools (330-676-7600)  
 

        

Enjoy! and Have a Safe  

 

 

Parents 

plus 

Schools 

equals 

Success 

 

 IN JUNE: WE GET READY FOR 

 the STRAWBERRY MOON  
   In ancient times, it was common to track the 

changing seasons by following the lunar month 

rather than the solar year, which the 12 

months in our modern calendar are based on. 
 

Today, we use many of these ancient month names as Full Moon 

names. A common explanation is that Colonial Americans adopted 

many of the Native American names and incorporated them into the 

modern calendar. 
 

June’s Full Moon (first full moon coming June 5th) is named after the 

wild strawberries that start to ripen during this month. According to 

some sources, a European name for this early summer month was 

Rose Moon, and another was Hot Moon, for the beginning of the 

summer heat. Other sources quote Mead Moon as the Anglo-Saxon 

name because this was the time for mowing the meads, or meadows. 
 

There are several different kinds of wild strawberries. The native 

North American type is the Virginia strawberry, also known as 

Mountain strawberry or Common strawberry.  Be sure to check out 

the pink moon in the sky this month !  

 

Here are the 2019-2020 Title I Contacts for 
our All School Title Program at your school: 

 

Kids’ Corner – Family Activity 

 

     This is our last Title I  
Connection newsletter for  
the 2019 -2020 School Year.  
We hope you enjoyed reading 
  it as well as found it helpful.   This school year, 
especially the last two and half months was a 
challenging one for all.  It put teachers, parents and 
students into a new world of learning.  Thanks to all 
- for your flexibility and courage in taking on those 
challenges.  We appreciate all that you did to help in 
your students’ learning.  Thanks for all your hard 
work for the entire year.  The uncertainties for the 
start of the next school year are still ahead of us. 
However, know we are looking ahead to fall and 
working on an opening that will be safe for all.  
Until then we would like to wish you a Safe and 
Happy Summer.  Enjoy the summer break.  
 

          The Kent City Schools All School Title I Staff   
 

     On a personal note,…this will be the last 
newsletter you will receive from me.  I am retiring 
at the end of this 2019-2020 school year.  After a 16-
year career with Kent City Schools,  I am leaving 
with many happy and fond memories…as well as 
looking forward to a new phase in my life.  I have 
enjoyed being a part of your children’s learning. 
Best wishes to you All !  
 

            Sincerely, your Parent and Family 
            Engagement Coordinator; Pam Bose 
 

 

 

  

 Did You Know? 

 

https://www.goodhousekeeping.com/home/craft-ideas/how-to/g1389/diy-kids-activities/
https://www.amazon.com/PEP-STEP-teeepe-Tent-Blue/dp/B07M6ZYZ4T?linkCode=ogi&tag=goodhousekeeping_auto-append-20&ascsubtag=%5bartid|10055.g.31445865%5bsrc|%5bch|%5blt|
https://www.amazon.com/PEP-STEP-teeepe-Tent-Blue/dp/B07M6ZYZ4T?linkCode=ogi&tag=goodhousekeeping_auto-append-20&ascsubtag=%5bartid|10055.g.31445865%5bsrc|%5bch|%5blt|
https://www.timeanddate.com/calendar/aboutseasons.html
https://www.timeanddate.com/astronomy/moon/lunar-month.html
https://www.timeanddate.com/astronomy/tropical-year.html
https://www.timeanddate.com/calendar/months/
https://www.timeanddate.com/calendar/months/
https://www.timeanddate.com/calendar/gregorian-calendar.html
https://www.timeanddate.com/astronomy/moon/full-moon-names.html
https://www.timeanddate.com/astronomy/moon/full-moon-names.html
https://www.timeanddate.com/calendar/months/june.html

