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From preschool to high school, Covid-19 
brings changes to the Kent Schools

 
It’s been nearly nine weeks since school reopened, and Kent students and teachers 

are discovering new routines and adapting to new ways of learning.  Because of Covid-19 
restrictions and safety protocols, Kent families were offered two choices for their students.  
Option #1 includes two days in the classroom and three days of remote learning, while 
Option #2 is complete remote learning five days per week.  

Approximately 1,000 students across the district attend classes on Tuesdays and 
Thursdays, while another 1,000 attend on Wednesdays 
and Fridays.  About 1,000 students participate in complete 
remote learning five days per week.  

Everyone in our school buildings wears face masks 
and practices social distancing.  Parents and caregivers are 
expected to perform daily symptom and temperature checks 
of each student prior to coming to school.  Frequent 
cleaning of high-touch surfaces and restrooms is done 
throughout the school day.  District administrators continue 
to monitor Ohio’s health advisory system and are in contact 
with the Kent City Health Department.

Graysen Butcher and Madelyn Steffl keep 
a social distance in the Stanton cafeteria line.

Roosevelt Health Careers Technologies 
students from left, Leah Wright and 

Ky-Mani Naseer wear masks.

Longcoy fourth grader Lilly Wollam temporarily removes her mask for an oral reading test 
with Intervention Specialist Kate Doty, who sits behind a plexiglass divider.  

Physical Education classes at Walls are 
held outdoors to allow for social 

distancing and fresh air.  

Socially distanced lunchtime at 
Longcoy looks a little different, as 

students are seated six feet apart and 
everyone faces the same direction.



Thank you Kent voters!
The last few months dealing with 

Covid-19 have been difficult and 
challenging, but I want to share some 
positive news.  

First of all, thank you to the Kent 
community for your overwhelming 
support of the Kent City Schools by 
voting to support the “No New Tax” 
Bond Issue in April.  Despite the 
confusion involved in the delay of 
the primary, the Bond Issue passed in 
every precinct.  

Remember that your approval of 
the Bond Issue will NOT raise your 
taxes, but it makes a huge difference 
in making needed improvements and 
upgrades to our six school buildings.  
Read more about our architects, 
construction company and plans for 
renovation projects in this issue.

Thanks to the hard work of our 
teachers and staff, our students in the 
Kent Schools continue to receive the 
quality education they deserve.   The 
photos on page 1 illustrate a few of 
the changes we’ve made to deal with 
pandemic restrictions.  

Our educators care deeply about 
students and their academic and 
emotional success.  We are grateful for 
the support of the Kent community.   

George Joseph
Superintendent of Schools

Using grant funds and community aid 
for Covid-19 expenses in our schools

In order to meet new requirements to reopen the Kent Schools following the 
pandemic shutdown in March, the district incurred a number of unexpected expenses.  
Thanks to grant funds, as well as the support of the Kent community, a number of these 
costs were covered.  

The district bought about 4,000 face shields and replacement shields from Kent 
Displays—the same people who make Boogie Boards.  Each teacher, staff member and 
student received a face shield.  Two washable face masks with the district logo were 
purchased for all staff with Wellness Funds from Mutual Health Services, the district’s 
employee health insurance plan administrator.  The Socially Responsible Sweatshop, a 
Kent non-profit charity, sewed and donated cloth masks for students.

Thanks to the Elementary and Secondary School Emergency Relief (ESSER) fund, 
which is part of the federal CARES Act, the district received nearly $600,000.  

An additional 450 Chromebooks, sanitization supplies, digital thermometers for 
classrooms and sports teams, cafeteria table barriers for Stanton and Roosevelt, as 
well as classroom furniture for physical distancing were purchased.  Tents were leased 
for outdoor classes at each school.  An Ohio Coronavirus Relief Funds K-12 Education 
Grant awarded nearly $174,000 for protective equipment, cleaning and sanitation and 
remote learning costs.

Funding from the Broadband Ohio Connectivity Grant helped the district lease 200 
hotspots to loan to Kent families without Internet access for student remote learning.  

Selling the bonds in November
The Kent Board of Education has authorized the issuance of bonds in the amount 

of $25,190,000, as authorized by the passage of the recent "No New Tax" Bond Issue.  
The Board anticipates the sale will take place in November.

District awarded $2.1 million literacy grant
Kent Schools recently received a four-year, $2.1 million literacy grant from the Ohio 

Department of Education.  One of only two districts in the state awarded a grant for all 
grades K-12, funding will positively impact all school buildings.  The purpose of the grant 
is to raise student literacy achievement by focusing on improving the reading and writing 
ability of all students.

According to Karen Rumley, Director of Instructional Program, new literacy 
supplemental materials will provide immediate impact, as well as professional 
development from experts in the field and additional literacy coaching support.  

“Kent Schools will also serve as a model literacy site for Ohio,” Rumley explains.  “I 
anticipate that our plans for literacy-based family and community engagement activities 
will resonate not only with our Kent families, but also with educators around the state.”

A core team of Kent educators developed and helped implement a Local Literacy Plan 
and then worked on the literacy grant application.  They include Kristin Garner, Holden 
and Walls literacy coach; Katie Mikita, English Learner teacher; Linda Paulus, Director of 
Data Analysis; Kathy Scott, Stanton assistant principal; Daniela Stuckey,  Roosevelt 
assistant principal; and Rachel Yohn, Davey and Longcoy literacy coach, as well as 
contributions from numerous teachers and specialists throughout the district.



Thanks to the support of Kent voters, who approved a $25 million “No New Tax” Bond 
Issue in the spring, plans are progressing on a number of projects and upgrades in the district.  
Because safety is a top priority, plans are moving forward to update entryways at each school, 
as well as install the most up-to-date electronic safety system.

  Teachers, administrators, coaches and other district personnel met recently with 
representatives from ThenDesign Architecture and Shook Construction Co. to review 
preliminary plans for a new gymnasium and field house at Roosevelt, as well as upgrades to 
the Richard Roberts Auditorium.  Both companies have extensive experience working with 
school districts.

Layouts of the proposed 14,000-square-foot gym, which includes a new entryway, 
ticket booth, concession stand, locker rooms, restrooms, multi-purpose room and other 
amenities, were reviewed.  The field house, located near the Roosevelt football stadium, 
will have a ticket booth, concession stand, restrooms, locker rooms and an athletic 
training room.

Preliminary plans for changes to the 
nearly 50-year-old Richard Roberts Auditorium 
include adding two aisleways featuring 
runway lights to the main floor level.  New 
LED lighting and carpeting will also be 
installed.  

Square-back seats with wooden armrests 
and red upholstery will replace the original 
seats.  Because the rows of seats will be placed 
closer together, it is estimated that the 
number of seats in the new layout will total 
1,225 versus the current 1,245.  Approximately 
60 handicapped accessible seats will be 
placed throughout the auditorium.  As part 
of another project, wooden gym floors at Davey and Longcoy elementary schools were 
refurbished this summer.

Christi and Shawn Bates 
receive Ferrara Award

Christi and Shawn Bates were 
honored with the Emilio Ferrara 
Community Service Award for their 
volunteer work in both the schools 
and the community.  Shawn, physical 
education teacher at Longcoy, and 
Christi, fifth grade teacher at Holden, 
were recognized for their devotion to 
their students and families by 
volunteering for food drives and 
serving meals at Kent Social Services.  
They also organize a golf outing 
to benefit an adoption agency and 
counsel couples applying to be 
foster parents.

National Merit Semi-Finalist
Congratulations to Benjamin 

Mudrak, who was recently named a 
National Merit Semi-Finalist.  Ben is 
an early graduate of Roosevelt High 
School.     
Davey awarded $5,000 
School Climate Grant

Davey Elementary received a 
$5,000 School Climate Grant for the 
2020-2021 school year.  The grant 
allows schools to implement positive 
behavioral interventions and support 
and evidence- or research-based 
social and emotional learning 
initiatives.  

Preschool awarded 5-Star rating
Kent’s preschool, located at Davey 

Elementary, was recently awarded 
another 5-Star Step Up to Quality 
rating.  The prestigious top rating is 
based on national research standards.  
Step Up to Quality is Ohio’s rating 
system administered by the Ohio 
Department of Education and the 
Ohio Department of Job and Family 
Services.  

Hall of Fame postponed until 2022
The 2019-2020 Kent City Schools Hall of Fame Induction Ceremony and Dinner will be 

held in the spring of 2022 and will also honor the Classes of 2021 and 2022.  Because the 
Induction Ceremony and Dinner is held every two years, the event will remain on its usual 
two-year rotation.  Honorees in the classes of 2021 and 2022 have not yet been selected, 
but a nomination form is available at kentschools.net on the community page.



Kent Board of Education
Ryan Ferrara, President
Brian Boykin, Vice President
Dr. Marlene Dorsey
Pamela Ferguson
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RHS Media Specialist donates $10,000 
award to Kent reading programs

Jen Flaherty, Roosevelt media specialist, was recently honored 
with two prestigious awards.  She was named the Ohio winner of 
the National University System Sanford Teacher Award, which is 
given to one inspiring teacher in each state who “engages 
students, builds confidence, motivates students to succeed and 
creates inclusive environments.”  Now in its second year, the 
Sanford award includes a $10,000 stipend, which Jen donated to 
two Kent reading programs.

 “I didn’t think for a minute about not donating the money to 
the two programs we started at Roosevelt,” Jen says.  “Bringing 
representative books to students is my passion, so I wanted to give 
the money to our kids and schools.”

Jen chose to split the $10,000 between Rough Riders Read and 
Read Woke@RHS.  Rough Riders Read distributes free books to Kent 
students during the summer at different sites.  In 2020, attendance 
was up 25 percent and nearly 800 books were given away.  

ReadWoke@RHS is a high school book club focused on books 
about marginalized populations or “the voices of people unheard.”  
Jen’s donation will help purchase books and pay for speakers.

Jen was also named the 2020 OELMA/Follett School Solutions 
Outstanding School Librarian by the Ohio Educational Library 
Media Association.


