
K E N T  C I T Y  S C H O O L S

As part of Kent City Schools’ $25 million “No New Tax” Bond Issue, architectural 
drawings for a number of the building projects and upgrades have been approved and 
sent out for bid. Construction will occur over the next two years.  

Kent voters overwhelmingly supported the Bond Issue in every precinct during last 
spring’s primary election.  The Bond Issue does NOT raise taxes but allows the district to 
make a number of needed improvements.  

Other projects not illustrated here include upgrading power and heating systems, 
as well as adding air conditioning at elementary schools and Roosevelt.  Longer lasting 
and more efficient LED lighting will be installed across the district, along with substantial 
improvements to Roosevelt’s auditorium and natatorium.  Flooring and electrical 
improvements and other upgrades are also in the planning stages.  

ThenDesign Architecture and Shook Construction Co. are directing the projects.  
Both companies have extensive experience working with school districts.

Bond Issue update: District improvements ahead
Davey’s secure entryway

Because safety is a high priority, 
all six school buildings will have secure 
entryways installed featuring the Raptor
visitor Identification system with 
cameras, intercom and remote-
controlled entry doors.  

Illustrated above, visitors to 
Davey Elementary can be buzzed 
through the front doors, and then be 
buzzed into the office.

Roosevelt’s new 
gymnasium lobby

Roosevelt’s new 
gymnasium lobby will 
feature a ticket booth, 
concession stand, 
restrooms and glass 
cases to display 
athletic trophies.

New Stadium Field House
A new Field House constructed on the south end of 

the football stadium will feature four ticket windows, 
concession stand, spirit shop, ADA accessible restrooms, 
home and visitor locker rooms and a training room.  
Artificial turf and a new sound system will be installed at 
Roosevelt Stadium.

Located behind the current gymnasium, Roosevelt’s new gymnasium will include a new 
outside entryway, locker rooms, restrooms, multi-purpose room and other amenities.



Successful bond sale results in savings for taxpayers 
Sale of the bonds approved last spring by Kent voters resulted in a lower interest 

rate that reduced the number of years of debt obligation. Approximately $25 million 
in bonds were sold in November as the “No New Tax” Bond Issue, which allows for 
needed improvements and upgrades to Kent’s six school buildings. According to Kent 
Schools Treasurer Debbie Krutz, “We were able to obtain a very favorable overall interest 
rate of 2.35 percent, which allows us to shorten the final maturity of the bond issue from 
30 to 27-1/2 years. This is great news for our taxpayers.” 

Updates on Federal COVID funding, state budgets 
Another round of federal stimulus funding is expected soon through the Elementary 

and Secondary School Emergency Fund (ESSER) appropriation passed in December.  
These funds can be used for continued COVID protective equipment, as well as 
instructional supports, cleaning and sanitation supplies, and remote learning costs.

Governor Mike DeWine’s new state budget proposal restores school foundation 
funding to pre-pandemic FY2019 levels.  It also proposes increases to the Student 
Wellness and Success Fund. “This is just the start of the biennium budget process,” 
Treasurer Debbie Krutz explains, “but if the Governor’s proposed funding holds up, it 
would enhance our Five-Year Forecast for the next two years.”

Davey's Purple Star Award connects military families 
Named a recipient of the Purple Star Award, Davey 

Elementary School was recently recognized nationally as a 
school making a major commitment to students and 
families connected to the nation’s military.  

According to fourth grade teacher Julie Gray, who 
led the effort, “The Purple Star designation is just another 
way we are building a more inclusive educational setting at 
Davey. We don’t want to just say that we are military friendly, 
Davey wants to show it.”

Requirements include naming a primary liaison, who has 
completed professional development on the special 
considerations for military families under federal law.  Gray, 
who is personally committed to the project, has two sons 

who are on active duty in the Air Force.  Her oldest son is a 
Marine Corps veteran.  “I want to ensure that we as a 

community and school are doing our best to mitigate the 
challenges that military families face,” she says.

Davey has a dedicated page featuring resources 
for military families.  Find it by clicking on the 
"Parents" tab on Davey’s website at kentschools.net.  
The school hosts an annual Veteran’s Day assembly and 
breakfast to recognize active duty, reserve and retired 
military personnel.  Names of former students, who 
have served in the military, are listed on a plaque in the 
main hallway.

Update on vaccinations 
Like many of you, our teachers 

and staff have been waiting patiently 
for their vaccines.  Kent Schools’ first 
round of vaccinations is scheduled 
for February and the second round in 
March.  We are encouraged by this 
progress, but we remain vigilant in our 
daily efforts to keep our students safe.  
Each day, I see how our teachers and 
staff are dedicated to educating every 
child and supporting all our families 
under these very challenging times.

Safety comes first
As you can see in this newsletter, 

our exciting “No New Tax” Bond Issue 
projects are progressing.  The project-
ed timeline for completion of Phase I is 
summer 2021 and Phase II is summer 
of 2022.  This summer, we expect to 
finish constructing secure vestibules 
at all six school buildings, add air 
conditioning at our elementary schools 
with increased outside air flow and 
install new turf at Roosevelt Stadium.  
We could have some delays due to 
COVID-19 and equipment deliveries.  
The safety of our students and staff is 
our top priority.

Celebrating Black History Month 
As part of a collaboration with 

United Way of Portage County, 
students from Kent State University’s 
Community Engaged Learning 
program interacted virtually with 
kindergartners, first and second 
graders in the Kent Schools.  College 
students recorded themselves reading 
The Story of Martin Luther King, Jr. by 
Johnny Ray Moore and We March by 
Shane W. Evans, and students 
watched these videos in their 
classrooms.  In addition, classroom 
sets of both books were provided.

Thank you for all you do for our 
students, 

George Joseph



ROOSEVELT 
HIGH SCHOOL
Roosevelt cheerleaders 
Sage Crawford, Becca 
Burroughs, Nivea Lopez 
Vasquez and Bronwyn 
Stewart keep the cheers 
going while wearing masks.

ROOSEVELT 
HIGH SCHOOL

It was cold and rainy, 
but the show went on 
at Fred Fuller Park last 
fall.  Roosevelt’s Wind 
Symphony performed 
for family and friends.

DAVEY 
ELEMENTARY

Take a peek at Davey 
teacher Lauren 

Happ’s second grade 
remote classroom via 
her computer screen, 
as her students sound 

out words in their 
reading lesson.

LONGCOY ELEMENTARY
Officer Kyle Auckland and Longcoy 
Intervention Specialist Kristen Ross 
play a social skills game with Joe 
Clarke, right, and Jacob Bridge, 
center, which encourages students 
to think about how they regulate 
their emotions.

HOLDEN ELEMENTARY
COVID-19 didn’t stop the groundhog—or 

Holden Elementary kindergartners—from seeing 
their shadows.  Teacher Sarah Summers and her 
students took a scientific exploration outside the 

school to see what Groundhog Day was all about.

WALLS ELEMENTARY
Reading in small groups helps aid 
comprehension and makes for interesting 
discussions.  Walls fifth graders from left, 
Emma Wojtala, Molly Murphy and Sam 
Love make it happen thanks to masks and 
plexiglass barriers.

STANTON MIDDLE SCHOOL
Fewer students attending in-person classes allow 
for social distancing—and individual attention.  
Stanton Middle School Intervention Specialist 
Kaylee Wichert explains a lesson to Aiden Ziots 
and Jenna Herritt.
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Bond Issue update: 
High School parking, 
Roosevelt Drive 
improvements planned

A traffic study conducted at 
Roosevelt High School before the 
COVID-19 school shutdown 
recommended several safety 
improvements.  For example, 
student parking will be relocated 
closer to the building, so students 
and visitors do not have to cross 
Roosevelt Drive in front of cars or 
buses to enter the school.  
Roosevelt Drive will be rerouted 
around the new parking.

A new parking lot will be added 
on the north side of the building for 
fans attending events in the new 
gymnasium.  An access road will be 
built around the school and a new 
drop-off lane for buses will be added 
in front of Roosevelt with additional 
parking along the front loop.

This architectural drawing 
shows the new gymnasium 
shaded in gray, as well as 
the outline of the current 
high school with the 
reconfigured parking lots 
and access road.


