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Thanks to everyone who

attended our Family Math and Literacy

Night!  We had a great turnout and

hope it was a fun and informative

evening.  Special thanks goes to Kent

Healthcare and Rehab Center for

donating the Game Baskets for our

virtual door prize drawing.   Feel free

to contact me any time to share what

YOU would like to see in our monthly

newsletter.  My email address is

Lbee@kentschools.net.  I look forward

to hearing from you!

A Little Piece of Irish -
American History

In the mid 1800’s, the average man

in Ireland ate 14 pounds of potatoes per

day!  Seven years of famine began in 1845

when a disease began ruining the potato

crop.  As a result, nearly a quarter of the

Irish nation fled to the United States,

seeking food and a new life.   Today, 32

million Americans have Irish roots. (from

“7 Surprising Facts About St. Patrick’s Day” on

history.com)

Literacy Loop: Phonics

Each month, we will focus on one piece of
the puzzle that will help your child become
a stronger reader. Phonics instruction
teaches the relationship between the
letters of written language and the sounds
of spoken language.  Phonics instruction
gives students tools to decode or “sound
out” new words and also enables them to
encode or spell these words.

Here are a few fun ways you can help
develop your child’s phonics skills.

1.  Use sand, cornmeal, or shaving cream
and have your child use his/her finger to
practice writing letters, saying the letter
name, and saying the sound that each letter
makes.  For a cleaner, “on the go” version,
use a Boogie Board or dry erase board.
They could also make letters using
Play-Doh!
2.  After reading books with rhyming words,
challenge your child to write a list of as
many rhyming words from the book as they
can think of.  Discuss how we can create new
rhyming words by replacing the first letter in
a word with a new letter (for example, “cat”,
“bat”, “hat”, etc.)
3.   For 2nd graders and older, watch this
short video with your child to help them
decode syllables in longer words.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=epk-hn
VC10k
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Community Corner
Kent  Social Services

1066 S. Water St.  Kent, 330-673-6963
Kent Social Services provides hot meals and
bags of groceries to those who need a little extra
help during these di�cult times.  See their
website to �nd “to go meal” pick-up times, as
they are not currently serving in person meals
due to the pandemic.  The site also contains
information if you’d like to make a monetary
or food donation to help stock their pantry.
https://fcsserves.org/program/kent-social-servi
ces/

Coleman Professional Services
5982 Rhodes Rd.  Kent, 330-673-1347
Coleman o�ers a variety of services ranging
from counseling for all ages, employment
services, adult day services, and addiction

treatment, to name just a few.
https://www.colemanservices.org/

Changing Your Math
Perceptions: Why So

Many Strategies?
Many parents wonder

why we don’t just teach math using
traditional algorithms, which is how most
of us learned long division or adding two
digit numbers with regrouping.  The
problem with the traditional way is that
many kids get lost in the process, not
understanding why they are “carrying the
one” with regrouping, for instance.  By
teaching them ways that seem less
efficient, we are making sure they have a
conceptual understanding of why they are
doing each step.  Sometimes, students
are able to follow the steps and get a
correct answer, but still do not understand
exactly what they are doing or why.   Our
goal is not to develop mathematical
“robots” who can spit out a correct
answer, but children who truly understand
and can apply mathematical thinking to a
variety of problems on paper and in real
life! Finally, learning different strategies
also gives them more “tools” in their
mathematical “toolbox”.  When we teach
multiple strategies, we hope that they will
then use the one that makes the most
sense AND brings them to the correct
answer!  This video by Graham Fletcher

shows the progression of learning addition
and subtraction.  These are based on the
Common Core Standards. Ohio has
revised the standard for addition and
subtraction to specify that students should
use “an algorithm” by the end of 4th
grade, but not necessarily the U.S.
Standard Algorithm, which many of us
parents use.  Video Link:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v
=nRGZSc1Qvng

Check It Out!

We have a new Google
Classroom called “Rough
Riders Story Time, Math

Games, and Family
Resources”.  All

elementary students in Kent are invited to
join!  The Story Time section has videos of
sta� members across the district reading
favorite stories.  The Math Games section

contains videos that walk you through how
to play di�erent math games or use

di�erent classic board and card games to
give your child extra math practice.  The
Family Resources section has links to a
variety of articles, YouTube videos, and

other resources to help you support
learning at home.  We also have a Student

Work section that showcases di�erent
projects created by elementary students

across the district.  Check it out to see
recent podcasts created by our gifted

students at Holden and Walls!  This is a
work in progress and new videos and links

will be uploaded each week, so make sure to
check back often.  The link to join this

Classroom is
https://classroom.google.com/c/MjgyNDAy
NzQ4OTUx?cjc=tlmzxgm . The class code
is tlmzxgm.  Please note: your child can join
only when logged into his/her KCSD Google
account.  Students can access their account
and this Google Classroom from any
computer or smart device in your home,
not just school issued Chromebooks.
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