
Family Engagement
Connections

Kent City Schools Volume 16, Issue 3 - April 2021

Spring has sprung and it is great

to see the flowers blooming, to hear

the birds chirping, and to have cohorts

A and B learning in all of our

elementary buildings four days a week!

I’m sure cohort C will enjoy taking

their chromebooks out on the porch for

some virtual learning in the warm,

fresh air.  As we enter the last six

weeks of this unique school year, we

hope everyone finishes the year strong.

As hard as it can be with the nicer

weather and spring activities, try to

continue to make time to read TO your

child as well as have them read books

at their reading level TO YOU each

night.  Even 10-15 minutes per day is

valuable and every book read helps

them improve their literacy skills.  Feel

free to contact me any time to share

what YOU would like to see in our

monthly newsletter.  My email address

is Lbee@kentschools.net.  I look

forward to hearing from you!

Literacy Loop: Fluency

Each month, we will focus on one piece of
the puzzle that will help your child become

a stronger reader. Fluency is defined as
the ability to read with speed, accuracy,

and proper expression.  Students struggle
with comprehension when their fluency is
poor. When decoding is automatic, the

brain can focus on contextual
understanding and comprehension.

Metaphorically, when you know how to
work the pedals and stay balanced, your
bike ride becomes all about enjoying the

view. But you have to learn to ride the bike
first: automatically and without hesitation.
Similarly, when you are a fluent reader,
your brain is free to understand what you
are reading since you aren’t spending so
much energy sounding out each word.
***Here are a few ways you can help
develop your child’s fluency.

-Have your child read a short book
multiple times using di�erent voices each
time. Try using happy, sad, loud, soft, and
excited voices.  Repeated readings =
greater fluency!

-Pick a short book or passage.
Have your child read it.  Make a light
pencil mark under any missed words.
Afterwards, look at missed words and
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practice reading a few times.  Reread
passage.

-Practice trick words.  Mastering
trick words results in smoother, more
fluent reading.

Community Corner
Kent  Free Library - Seed Library

312 W. Main St.  Kent, 330-673-4414
Check out the Seed Library that is part of the
KFL!  Consider visiting the library to obtain
free vegetable, �ower, and herb seeds you can

take and plant at your house or apartment
complex.  At the following link, you will �nd

more information and also a link to a Growing
Guide to inform  you about how to best help
each kind of  plant grow.  You can also check

out books on growing di�erent types of plants.
This would be a great way to celebrate Earth

Day on April 22nd!
https://kentfreelibrary.org/2021/03/monday-

march-15-seed-library-opens/

Mental Health & Recovery Board of
Portage County

155 E. Main St.  Kent, 330-673-1756
This agency o�ers mental health counseling for

families and individuals of all ages.  On their
website, you will �nd  tips on how to manage

coronavirus stress, an addiction recovery guide,
and lots of other information on a variety of

mental health issues.
https://www.mental-health-recovery.org/

Looking for something fun
to do for Earth Day on April
22nd?  This article has more
than 35 ideas, including
crafts, science experiments,
printable coloring pages, and

recipes to get your family thinking about how
we can reduce, reuse, and recycle to conserve
our planet.
https://kidsactivitiesblog.com/138729/10-thin
gs-you-can-do-to-celebrate-earth-day-from-ho
me/

Changing Your Math
Perceptions: Don’t
Say “I’m Just Not a

Math Person”
Never underestimate how your

attitude towards and words about
mathematics may affect your child’s
thoughts about their own math ability.  Do
you ever find yourself saying to your child,
“Well, I just wasn’t good at math.  I guess
that’s where you get it”?  This attitude
divides everyone into two camps:  those
who “get” math and those who don’t.  For
those who struggle, this attitude limits
them from the start.   As a result, it is
easy for students to give up, thinking that
their understanding is fixed and limited.

In reality, all students (and adults )can
progress in their understanding with the
right tools and effort.

When tackling math challenges
with your child, try making statements
such as these:

-“This is a hard problem, but we
will keep trying until we get it.”

-“We don’t understand it….YET.”
-”Can we try a different strategy?”

Title 1 Income Eligibility Forms

If you haven’t already, please

return the golden or yellow income

eligibility form to your child’s teacher.

We need these from all in person and

fully remote students to receive federal

Title 1 funds for the 2021-2022 school

year.  By returning this confidential form,

you are helping our elementary schools

receive funding towards Title 1 teachers,

materials, and Family Engagement

activities that will benefit ALL students

in Kent.  Let your child’s teacher know if

you need another copy.  If you have a

fully remote student, watch for a fillable

PDF file to be emailed from your child’s

teacher soon so that you can fill out the

form electronically.  Only one form needs

to be filled out per family.  Thanks for

your help!
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